AL 


Visiting 
Gardens 


No country in 
the world is so 
rich in fine gar- 
dens as ours and 
nocountry opens 
so many gardens 
to visitors. And 
with such a 
wealth of gar- 
dens as inspira- 
tion, this profu- 
sion becomes 
self perpetuating 
— by visiting 
good gardens 
we come away 
bursting with 
ideas for making 
our own gardens 
even better. 

It's not only 
the large country 
house and 
stately home 
gardens which 
are of such qual- 


& Laburnum walk 
« at Barnsley House. 


ity. The well-known ‘yellow book’ — Gardens of England 
and Wales (National Gardens Scheme, £1.50) — is full of 
smaller private gardens which provide an enjoyable and 


instructive visit. 


This month and next, in two special booklets presented 
free with Practical Gardening, we take you to some of the 


best of British gardens. 
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* NTS — National Trust for Scotland garden, no 


* é@ntrance fee to Trust members. 
* RHS — Noentrance fee to members of the 


* Royal Horticultural Society. 
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® Cambridgeshire 


An elegant blend of gardens 
and sweeping parkland 


Ithough the original abbey was built at 
Anglesey in the 12th century, most of 
the garden was created after 1930. The gar- 
den extends to about 100 acres with exten- 
sive tree plantings and formal avenues includ- 
ing the half mile long Coronation Avenue of 
mature chestnuts. 

The open grass and stately trees of the park- 
land are ideal for quiet walks and picnics and 
feature many fine trees. The park makes the 
perfect contrast to the more formal areas. 

Perhaps the most impressive of these is the 
D-shaped herbaceous garden. This shows the 
traditional herbaceous border at its very best 
with thoughtful planting beautifully main- 
tained and all offset by a perfect lawn. 

Nearby is the dahlia garden with a beauti- 
fully grown and colourful dahlia collection. 
In the hyacinth garden the scent from 4,500 
hyacinths is overwhelming and for summer 
this area is planted with two dark-leaved 
dahlias unique to Anglesey Abbey. 


FACILITIES: The restaurant and shop 
are up to the usual National Trust 
standards and there is also a small plant 
centre. 


MAKE A DAY OF IT: The University 
Botanic Garden in Cambridge (6 miles) 
boasts one of the finest collections of 
both hardy and greenhouse plants. 
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NT/Ray Hallett 
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© The abbey offers 
nearly 100 acres of 
garden and parkland. 


®@ Traditional 
borders are offset by 
immaculate lawns. 
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@ Laburnumand “a i 
allium in profusion. -° : 


© Right: Sepgsceding i oe . 
rock roses transform 2 a “at 
a pathway.,. ! : 


Relaxing garden with imaginative plant 
associations and colourful kitchen beds 


he garden at Barnsley House, made since 1960 by Rosemary 
Verey, has a very comfortable atmosphere and makes a restful visit 
— especially as there are so many seats strategically placed all round 


the garden. 


Its great strength is the thoughtful way in which plants are grouped 
together to create attractive plant associations — for spring, summer 


. ajddeyyd ueug ‘sainjoid 


and autumn. But the layout of the garden is 
also carefully planned with vistas and views 
to lead the visitor around. 

There is a small knot garden, a laburnum 
walk underplanted with tulips for spring and 
alliums for later as well as ornamental herbs. 
The stones in a pathway between conifers are 
interplanted with self-seeding rock roses. 

The vegetable garden is special. Laid out in 
formal beds with a network of brick paths, 
here too varieties are chosen for their colour. 
Altogether a feast for the eye. 


GPL/ Ron Sutherland 


SETH ¢ 


Essex 


A fine imaginatively 
planted garden renowned 
for its plant associations 


his five-acre garden made on difficult 

soil in a chilly part of Essex is an inspira- 
tion to gardeners faced with less than perfect 
conditions. Part of the garden is dry and 
stony, part is wet and waterlogged, but the 
thought which has gone into the planting has 
ensured that the right plant always goes in 
the right place. 

There are four main plantings. The 
Mediterranean garden features drought 
tolerant plants we could all make more use 
of in these days of seemingly endless hose- 
pipe bans. 


In the woodland garden are plants of all 


sorts which like shady conditions and there’s 
also the bog garden where moisture loving 
plants luxuriate. 

The long border at the entrance features 
some striking plant associations. 


CAAT TO 


GPL/Steven Wooster 


Above: the garden 
ranges from pond to 
parched areas. 

Left: Imaginative 
combinations offer 
inspiration. 
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GARDENS 


FACILITIES: There are toilets but no refreshments. The large 
nursery is well worth visiting. 

MAKE A DAY OF IT: The trial grounds of Thompson and Morgan 
Seeds (20 miles) are open for the first time this year (under Poplar 
Lane, Suffolk, in the Yellow Book) or visit Hugh Johnson’s 
fascinating garden at Saling Hall near Braintree (20 miles). 
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Elegant formal borders and richly planted : 
wild gardens with views towards Snowdon __. 


odnant is a wonderful example of the garden fitting the setting. . 
The house commands captivating views across Snowdonia and - 
the formal areas near the house give way to wilder plantings in the 
- river valley below as the garden merges into the landscape. 
: Rhododendrons and azaleas, camellias and magnolias with bulbs, 
and woodland plants are the main interest in spring. Eucryphias and. 
hoherias follow with the collection of water + 
. lilies on the lily terrace surrounded by 
- interesting borders. Towards the end of the 
* season there is impressive autumn colour. ' 
There are rare trees as well as many .- 
unusual climbers and perennials but the ° 
- gardens also feature well grown mature 
* specimens of more familiar plants. Many of 
the trees and shrubs were the first specimens . 
planted on their introduction to Britain. . 


e z z 

oz 

‘ e e 

| f: 

e Fo 

E - @ Rhododendrons, 
‘ - ferns and bluebells. 
‘2 ; Top left: Canal 
"§ _ terrace and pin mill. 
.oe ° Azaleas by the 
il - waterfall. 
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BODNANT 
GARDEN .... 


FACILITIES: There is a cafe/restaurant and a picnic area in the 
Car park and a plant sales area mainly featuring interesting 
shrubs. 

MAKE A DAY OF IT: The gardens of the hotel at nearby 
Bodysgallen Hall, Llandudno (4 miles) feature a knot garden, 
formal rose garden and terraces. 
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) Branklyn boasts a 
surprisingly wide. 
range of interesting *~ 
plants. Pos 

) Right: The rich®. 
foliage of acer. 


e e oJ © a 
Pictures: Brian Chapple 


FACILITIES: There are no refreshments available but the garden 
is close to Perth city centre; there are toilets. Plants are for sale. 
MAKE A DAY OF IT: At the Bells Cherrybank Gardens on the A9 
(2 miles) the world’s largest collection of heathers is being 
developed. There is a fine rhododendron nursery. Glendoik 
Gardens, on the A85 to Dundee (8 miles). 
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=a NTS 


Tayside 


An outstanding 
plantsman’s garden on the 
east coast of Scotland 


his is a garden for the plant enthusiast, 
with an astonishing range of interesting 
plants. There are fine trees and shrubs but 
the main interest is in smaller plants. 

Dwarf rhododendrons are a feature in 
spring, a change from larger gardens with 
their towering specimens unsuitable for 
most of our gardens. There are also many 
other small, acid loving shrubs. But it’s the 
rock and woodland plants for which Branklyn 
is especially well known. | 
Pride of place must go to a large, impressive rock garden with an 
extensive collection of alpines and rock plants. Branklyn is also 
internationally known for its meconopsis and a great deal of work has 
been done here over the years to discover the best ways of growing 
these magical blue poppies. They are at their best when the main 
show of spring alpines is over but even early in the year their rosettes 
of foliage are impressive. 
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‘DELL GARDEN, 


- @ Norfolk 


. Probably the finest 
- collection of hardy 
* perennials in the country 


he Dell Garden at Bressingham is the 
creation of Alan Bloom, a regular 
. contributor to PG this year, and the garden 
« where his concept of growing perennials in 
* island beds, rather than traditional borders 
backed by a hedge, was developed. 

With over 5,000 different varieties planted 
. in elegant curving beds sheltered by mature 
« trees, you will find old varieties rarely seen 
* elsewhere, popular plants shown off at their 
best with carefully chosen neighbours and 
. brand new varieties not yet introduced. Many 
- of the varieties have been raised by Alan 
- himself and are now among the most widely 
grown hardy perennials. 

There are four days when his son Adrian’s 
. garden is also open. This is a garden in an 
- entirely different style with an impressive 
* collection of mature conifers of all sizes, but 
concentrating on the dwarfer kinds, together with heathers and shrubs  ° 
. interplanted with groundcover plants and bulbs. 
. A steam museum with trains and traction engines is also open. Some 
- may feel that these non-horticultural attractions distract gardeners from - 
enjoying their visit. But they do not intrude and may keep the less ° 
enthusiastic gardeners of the family happily occupied. 


@ Above: Elegant : 


" FACILITIES: Refreshments are available beds offer a ; 
" and there is a comprehensively stocked tantalising blend of ; 
; plant centre. Nhe ; 
Me 0 MAKE A DAY OF IT: If you have time, one vied ew Xe 
. visit hosta specialists Goldbrook Plants © Right: Mature trees : 
X at Hoxne, Eye (7 miles). add grandeur to the 


garden. ; 
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®@ Above: The castle 
forms a dramatic 
backdrop to the well- 
planted borders. 


@ Right: Eight 
gardens each have 
their own theme. 


Pictures: Brian Chapple 


VRATHES 
LAS ILE 


GARDEN.:: 


Grampian 


A wonderful mixture of 
formality, exuberant 
planting and wild walks 


he 16th century castle is set in wide 

lawns and looks very dramatic, while 
round it are yew hedges planted in 1702 and 
eight gardens, each with its own theme, and 
a network of attractive walks. 

The herbaceous borders are especially 
well known with their inspired plant associa- 
tions and extensive collection of well grown 
plants including many penstemons, a 
collection of ornamental grasses and a white 
border. They are very well maintained and 
the plants are staked unobtrusively — quite 
an art. 

There are unusual shrubs, too, as well as a 
collection of troughs planted with alpines. 
The National Collection of Malmaison carna- 
tions, forerunners of our modern perpetual 
flowering carnations, is housed in the green- 
houses. 

There are guided trails through the wild 
gardens and the castle is also open. 


FACILITIES: There is a licensed 
restaurant and shop and there are also 
plants for sale. 

MAKE A DAY OF IT: The Cruikshank 


Botanic Garden in Aberdeen (15 miles) 
is well worth a visit. 


East Sussex 


A formal structure clothed 
with exuberant planting 


dwin Lutyens restored and extended 

the house and designed part of the 
garden, Nathaniel Lloyd and his wife desig- 
ned the rest and started the planting. 
Christopher Lloyd has developed the garden 
and written about it so that it is now one of 
the best known in the country. 

Christopher Lloyd was a pioneer of mixed 
planting and his Long Border successfully 
mixed trees, shrubs, climbers, perennials, 
bulbs, biennials, annuals and bedding plants 
in stylish profusion. You may well find him 
tending his plants. The sunken garden con- 
tinues the theme but on a smaller scale — as 
does most of the rest of the garden. 

There is a rose garden, a cultivated 
meadow and interesting trees all set against 
the 15th century house (part of which is also 
open) with rows of vegetables set out along- 
side fruit trees, and rows of plants being 
bulked up for planting or for the nursery. 


FACILITIES: Light refreshments are 
available and there is a nursery 
specialising in clematis. 

MAKE A DAY OF IT: There are two 
excellent nurseries within just a few 


miles - cranesbill and hardy perennial 
specialists Axeltree Nurseries, at 
Peasmarsh; and Washfield Nurseries at 
Hawkhurst who specialise in alpines. 


GPL/Brian Carter 
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FIIDCOTE | 
MANC JR. 


Gloucestershire 
One of the great English gardens anda rab 
powerful influence on gardendesign | : 


a idcote is one of our best known gardens and its reputation is ° 
amply justified. It combines three styles which have made such | 
an impression on contemporary garden design. 

The first is the creation of gardens within a garden, each separate - 
and screened from its neighbour and with its . 
own distinctive theme. The bathing pool > 
garden is completely enclosed by yew 
hedges and dominated by a cool pool; Mrs 
Winthrop’s Garden features yellow and blue 
flowers. : 

The colour theme gardens at Hidcote still 
excite visitors and the white garden with its 
white roses, crambe and white fuchsias 
together with the red borders with their fiery . 
flowers and foliage are among the best + 
examples of this style. : 

These gardens have a formal outline with 
their beautifully kept hedges and their rich 
planting. But there are also wilder areas — . 
the third area of influence — their paths > 
weaving among maples and magnolias with 
many interesting streamside and woodland 
plants. 


FACILITIES: There is a good restaurant : 
and shop and a small number of plants 4 
are for sale. = 
MAKE A DAY OF IT: Almost next door is . 
Kiftsgate Court, home of the original 
‘Kiftsgate’ rambling rose, with : 
interesting borders and stunning views. . 


UOSME] MAIPUY/ LN :S8JN}dIg 


© Left: From theme 
gardens to wilder 
ateas, Hidcote has 
styles to suit all 
moods. 


® Below: Hidcote 
Manor viewed from 
the white garden. 


<0 


iN VERE A NTS 


’ @ Wester Ross 


- A remarkable subtropical paradise 
* bursting with luxuriant plants 


he garden is built on a peninsula on the 
west coast of Scotland and is sheltered 
- from the salt-laden wind, first by mature . 
* pines, then by an interesting range of other ° 
mature trees. The warm sea current keeps 
frosts at bay and allows a wide range of 
. tender plants to be grown. d 
- There are huge rhododendrons, magno-  - 
° lias, eucalyptus, palms and tree ferns, with ° 
good specimens of many unusual and tender 
shrubs from South America, China, Australia 
. and New Zealand which thrive in this protec- . 
- ted environment. ° 
* Bog primulas and meconopsis also do * 
well, as do an impressive range of other 
woodland plants including lilies and hardy 
. orchids. The rock garden boasts a fine . 
- collection of New Zealand alpines anda > 
* number of autumn flowering gentians which ° 
we should all grow more often. The 
. gunneras in wet valley are especially huge . 
- and there’s a wide variety of other bog plants’ - 
* anda pool with water lilies. ° 


e 
Brian Chapple 


e 
NTS/Glyn Satterley 
eo 
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@ Below: Sheltered 


plant centre, ashop (which sellsthe = from wind and frosts, 
necessary mosquito repellant) and a_ 2 the garden is a haven 
restaurant. = ae =" = for tender plants. 
MAKE A DAY 

just a little further north on the A832 at 
Tuirnaig, is a small nursery specialising 

in herbaceous plants and alpines. q @ Below left: The 

| ail , water lily pool. 
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®@ The Cambridge ; 


cottage garden, just —s 
part of Kew’s 
magnificent 300 . 


acres of plants. Right: ° 
The Princess of Wales * 
Conservatory. 
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Pictures: A McRobb 


@ London 


The finest botanic garden 
in the world with an 
unrivalled range of plants 


here is so much to see at Kew that it’s 
difficult to know where to start. But at 
over 300 acres and with so many glasshouses, 
museums and other features, there’s more 
than enough for a day out. 

To give a flavour of the variety on offer 
there’s the Princess of Wales Conservatory, 
the latest of Kew’s elegant glasshouses, with 
subtropical and tropical plants from all over 
the world grown in their own computer con- 
trolled microclimates. You'll see everything 
from cacti and desert plants to the orchids 
and ferns from damp forests. 

The newly restored Victorian palm house 
concentrates on rainforest plants and the 
imaginative spring and summer bedding at 
its door is always worth seeing. 


Not far from the palm house is the most densely planted area. The 


. woodland garden has rhododendrons and shade loving plants, there’s 
- the extensive walk-through rock garden, and the herbaceous beds 
* show the wild species from which many of our best known annuals 


and perennials have been developed. 
The arboretum combines an unbeatable collection of mature trees 


- with sweeping shrub plantings and lakes with wildfowl. 
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TANIGHTSHAYES 


. © Devon 
- One of Devon’s finest . 
- gardens in one of our . 
' richest garden counties 
; evon is packed with good gardens but“ 
; Knightshayes is special because it’s , 
- worth visiting at every season, from .- 
* hellebores in spring to autumn colour. ‘ 


The garden is built around an elegant 
Victorian house, well clothed with 
. interesting climbers — white abutilons are . 
- set against white wisterias. Terracing fronts - 
* the house with mixed rose borders combin- ° 
ing pastel shades with silver foliage and there 
are small enclosed gardens plus some 
. astonishing topiary — a fox pursued by - 
- hounds. : 

Towards the park is an area of dramatic 
rhododendrons with other specimen shrubs 
. like dogwoods and viburnums, while be- . 
« yond the house the formal areas dissolve into ° 
* wilder woodland areas — the garden in the 
wood. 


. Here dappled shade is provided by . 
- selected trees and interesting shrubs, in - 
* particular camellias, magnolias, maples, ° 
pieris and kalmia. 


e 
NT/Neil Campbell-Sharp 


; Above: Topiary . 


< ¢ outside the south ‘ 
2 * front 
.e : . Left: : 
ot . Rbododendronsin. 
28 - theparkland. ° 
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@ Cumbria 


. Anunusual contrast of 
- breathtaking topiary and 
- colourful beds and borders 


he hedges and topiary are probably the 
most impressive features of this long- 
. established garden. Planted in 1692 and retain- 
- ing not only its original design but even its 
° original trees, the topiary is among the most 
remarkable in Britain. 

As much of it has grown rather larger than 
- was originally intended, some plants have 
* begun to lurch or developed undeniably 
curious shapes. But this all adds to the atmo- 
sphere of the garden. And kids love it. 
. It is all beautifully maintained, down the 
- many miles of box hedging. There are also 
* huge beech hedges and the first ever ha-ha. 
There is good planting, too, with box edged 
@ Above: The garden beds filled with spring and then summer bed- 
retains its 17th . ding and some interesting beds and borders 
century design. - including two herb gardens — one well estab- 
lished and one being restored according toa 
17th century plan. The richness of the planting 

. isdeveloping all the time and it’s refreshing to 
¢ - seea garden with such history still being sym- 
* pathetically developed. 


. FACILITIES: The Elizabethan house is 
° also open and well worth a visit. There is a 
. steam museum, a shop, teas are available 
. and there are plants for sale. 
ees . MAKE A DAY OF IT: Nearby Sizergh 
bd Left: The topiary és Castle (4 miles) is more richly planted and 
well worth visiting. 


among the finest in 
Britain. . 
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® CoDown 


One of Britain’s finest but 
lesser known gardens 


L* sO many successful gardens Mount 
Stewart features a blend of formal and 
informal design, planted with familiar and un- 
usual plants, all maintained toa high standard. 
But there are also a few quirky features which 
give it real character. 

The formal areas around the house feature 
a richly planted parterre edged in berberis 
and other dwarf shrubs with thoughtful colour 
themed paintings — the beds on one side are 
in strong reds and purples, on the other side 
in softer shades. 

The nearby dodo terrace features animal 
statuary, with griffins, cats, squirrels, rabbits 
and other creatures given the faces of leading 
politicians of the early years of the century. 
The shamrock garden has an Irish theme and 
includes a topiary Irish harp — which even 
has ‘strings’ of yew branches. 


NT/Jerry Harpur 


NT/Peter Aprahamian 


FACILITIES: The house is also open and 
refreshments are available during house 
open hours. 

MAKE A DAY OF IT: The house is well 
worth visiting so we suggest spending a 
day seeing both house and garden. 


Below: Bounteous 
wisteria in the 
foreground. 


Below left: The 
lakeside walk. 


How to get there 


Anglesey Abbey 
0223 811200 

Six miles north east of 
Cambridge on the B1 102, 
signposted from the A45. 
The garden is open on 
Wednesdays to Sundays 
plus Bank Holiday 
Mondays from March 30 
to July 14 and from 
September 11 to October 
13, and daily from July 15 
to September 10. 
Opening hours are 11am- 
5.30pm. The house is 
also open from 
Wednesdays to Sundays 
and on Bank Holidays 
from 1.30am-5.30pm. 
Barnsley House 
028574 281 

In the village of Barnsley 
on the B4425, 4 miles 
north east of Cirencester. 
Open all the year round 
on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays from 
10am-6pm (or dusk). 
Beth Chatto 
Gardens 

0206 822007 

Five miles east of 
Colchester on the A133. 
Open March 1 to October 
31, Monday to Saturday, 
9am-5pm. Also 
November 1 to February 
28, Monday to Friday, 
9am-4.30pm. Closed 
over Christmas and New 
Year. Not open Sundays 
or Bank Holidays. 
Bodnant Garden 
0492 650460 

Seven miles south of 
Llandudno off the A470. 
Open March 16 to 
October 31, 10am-5pm. 
Branklyn Garden 
0738 25535 

On the A865 half a mile 
from Queens Bridge in 
Perth. 

Open daily March 1 to 
October 31, 
9.30am-sunset. 


Dell Garden, 
Bressingham 

0379 88464 

On the A1066, 2% miles 
west of Diss in Norfolk. 


. Open daily from April 28 


to October 31, 10am- 
5.30pm. Adrian Bloom's 
garden is only open on 
July 14, September 7&8 
and October 6. 
Crathes Castle 
Garden 

033044 525 

Three miles from 
Banchory on the A93, 15 
miles west of Aberdeen. 
Open daily all the year 


round from 9.30 to sunset. 


Great Dixter 

0797 253160 

Off the A28, half a mile 
north of the village of 
Northiam, East Sussex. 
Open from March 29 to 
October 13 daily except 
Mondays from 2-5pm. 
Also open on Bank 
Holiday Mondays plus 
October 19, 20, 26 & 27. 
Also open from 11am- 
5pm on May 25-27, 
Sundays in July and 
August and 26 August. 
Hidcote Manor 
0386 438333 

Four miles north of 
Chipping Campden in 
Gloucestershire, 
signposted from the 
B4632. 

Open March 30 to 
October 31, daily except 
Tuesday and Friday, entry 
from 11am-7pm (or 1 
hour before sunset if 
earlier). 

Inverewe 

044586 356 

On the A832, seven miles 
north east of Gairloch. 
Open daily 9.30-sunset. 
Visitor Centre only open 
March ‘29 to October 20, 
opening later than the 
garden and closing 
earlier for some periods. 


Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew 
0719401171 

On the A316, Kew Road, 
1 mile from Richmond, 
Surrey. At weekends in 
summer it is often easier 
to travel to Kew by train, 
the nearest stations are 
Kew Bridge (British Rail) 
or Kew Gardens (British 
Rail & District Line 
Underground). 

Open daily except 
Christmas Day and New 
Year's Day from 9.30am:; 
Closing time varies with 
season, 6pm in summer. 
Glasshouses open 
10am-4pm. 
Knightshayes 
Court 

0884 254665 

Off the A396, two miles 
north of Tiverton. If 
approaching on the M5, 
turn off at J27 and take 
A361 to Tiverton. 

Open daily March 29 to 
October 30, 11am-6pm 
(5pm in October). House 
open daily at 1.30, but 
closed Fridays. 

Levens Hall 

05395 60321 

On the A6, five miles 
south of Kendal. If 
approaching from the M6, 
leave on the A590 at J6. 
Open from Easter Sunday 
to September 30, Sunday 
to Thursday only, 
11am-5pm. 

Mount Stewart 

024 774387 

Fifteen miles east of 
Belfast on the A20, five 
miles south east of 
Newtownards. 

The garden is open as 
follows: March 29 to April 
6, daily; April 8 to August 
31, daily except 
Tuesdays; September & 
October, weekends only; 
opening times 12noon- 
6pm. 


